Sincerely,

Chris Deutsch
109Waterboro Sq.
Folsom, California 95630



From: hellsword@earthlink. net

To: Kathleen Abernathy

Date: Fri, Apr 4, 2003 9:59 PM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keepthe FCC Rulemaking an Open Process

FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy

Dear FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy.

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

ruleswould likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plansto make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commissionissued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and commenton any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.
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Sincerely,

Chris Deutsch
109 Waterboro Sq.
Folsorn, California 95630
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From: dalagons@chesint.net

To: Kathleen Abernathy

Date: Fri, Apr 4, 2003 13:12 PM

Subject: Do not lift restrictions on broadcast media ownership

Hello Commissioner Abernathy.

ljust finished watching Bill Moyer's show NOW on PBS and his report on

the FCC's probable decision to relax the rules on media ownership

thereby allowing most if not all of the countries broadcast mediato be
consolidated into the hands of a few powerful men -yes men, not

corporations, and | mustsay PLEASE DON'T LET THIS HAPPEN. Please don't
allow conglomeratesto own the press. This will be a huge error on the

part of the US Government if permitted to go further. Infact, in my

estimation, it is already a huge blunder to have surrendered to big

business as much as has already been surrendered on this issue.

| found myself agreeing with Mr. Moyer and the piece reporter, and |
found myself astounded that this issue - the impending decision to
deregulate this ownership - has got little or no public airing. Please
do what you can bring more public exposure and debate on this.

Regardlessof the public debate, | want you to know that | am opposed to
the concept of permitting a few corporations to own all the media. il

say it again - 1 am opposed to this. Please do what you canto make

this right - to keep the press free by encouraging competitionin all
aspects.

Respectfully,
Marty Lagon
Baltimore, Maryland


mailto:dalagons@chesint.net
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From: Mark Miller

To: Mike Powell

Date: Fri, Apr 4, 2003 10:28 PM

Subject: Further consolidation of the Media is UnAmerican
Mr. Powell,

Remember how when automobileswere first being produced and there were over 100 Auto
manufacturersin the US. Now we are down to just over 2. This may or may not be a good thing in the
auto industry but as for the media it is not to be stood for. Inthe melting pot that is America, in order to
truly manifest this great experiment, we must have as many viewpoints as possible put forth into the
media and maintain local control and access to them. lam not sure that you understandthe history of our
country, butthe Free Pressis a major element in creating an informed population capable of democratic
discussion and furthermore it is necessary to insure local access to important local information, i.€. local
emergencies. With further consolidation, you deprive the citizenry of the country from their ability to rule.

Please obstruct democracy no further and allow the people to maintaintheir own local media outlets by
hindering any further consolidation.

Thank you,
Mark Miller
Nashville, TN



| Sharon Jenkins - Fw: Further consolidation of the Media is UnAmerican.... - ~ Pagef

From: Mark Miller

To: Kathleen Abernathy, Michael Copps, KM KIMWEB, Commissioner Adelstein
Date: Fri. Apr 4, 2003 10:31 PM

Subiject: Fw: Further consolidation of the Media is UnAmerican.....

--—- Original Message -

From: Mark Miller

To: mpowell@fcc.gov

Sent: Friday, April 04, 2003 9:28 PM

Subject: Further consolidation of the Media is UnAmerican.

Mr. Powell,

Remember how when automobiles were first being produced and there were over 100 Auto
manufacturersin the US. Nowwe are down to just over 2. This may or may not be a good thing in the
auto industry but as for the media it is not to be stood for. In the melting pot that is America, in order to
truly manifestthis great experiment, we must have as many viewpoints as possible put forth into the
media and maintain local control and access to them. lam not sure that you understand the history of our
country, butthe Free Press is a major element in creating an informed population capable of democratic
discussion and furthermore it is necessaryto insure local access to important local information,i.€. local
emergencies. With further consolidation, you deprive the citizenry of the country from their ability to rule.

Please obstruct democracy no further and allow the people to maintain their own local media outlets by
hindering any further consolidation.

Thank you,
Mark Miller
Nashville, TN


mailto:mpowell@fcc.gov
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From: Mark Miller

To: Kathleen Abernathy, Michael Copps, KM KIMWEB, Commissioner Adelstein
Date: Fri. Apr 4,2003 10:31 PM

Subject: Fw: Further consolidation of the Media is UnArnerican.....

----- Original Message ---—

From: Mark Miller

To: mpowell@fcc.gov

Sent: Friday, April 04, 2003 9:29 PM

Subject: Further consolidationof the Media is UnAmerican..

Mr. Powell,

Remember how when automobileswere 8 being produced and there were over 100 Auto
manufacturers inthe US. Nowwe are down to just over 2. This may or may not be a good thing in the
auto industry but as for the mediait is notto be stood for. In the melting pot that is America, in order to
truly manifest this great experiment, we must have as many viewpoints as possible put forth into the
media and maintain local control and access to them. |am not sure that you understand the history of our
country, but the Free Press is a major element in creating an informed population capable of democratic
discussion and furthermore it is necessary to insure local access to important local information,i.€. local
emergencies. With further consolidation, you deprive the citizenry of the country from their ability to rule.

Please obstruct democracy no further and allow the people to maintain their own local media outlets by
hindering any further consolidation.

Thank you,
Mark Miller
Nashville. TN


mailto:mpowell@fcc.gov
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From: Varmazis

To: Mike Powell

Date: Fri, Apr 4, 2003 10:46 PM
Subject: No more media consolidation

Dear Mr. Powell:

Iwatched Bill Moyers' NOW program tonight (414103) and | am appalled at the
virtual monopolizationof the public airwaves by a few corporate
conglomerates. There is noway we can have multiple points of view
expressed ifjust a few companies own all the media outlets! We need more
diverse voices in this country, not fewer.

Ifind it ironic that, as this nation is at war supposedly to bring
democracy to the Iraqgis. at home we are encouraging the demise of democracy
by essentially closing down avenues of public discourse.

We need a lot more public debate on this issue before any new laws are
passed. | am writing to my senators and congressmanto let them know where
| stand.

Sincerely,
Catherine Varmazis
Chelmsford, MA 01824
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From: jewl733@aol.com

To: Kathleen Abernathy

Date: Fri. Apr 4, 2003 11:02 PM

Subiject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process

FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy

Dear FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modificationof these

ruleswould likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
N station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commission would do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.


mailto:jcw1733@aol.com
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Sincerely,

John Woltja
1733 Aero Ave
Kettering, Ohio 45429
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From: jewl733@aol.com

To: Michael Copps

Date: Fri. Apr 4,2003 11:02 PM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps.

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Beforethe media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changesthe Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
N station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businessesand candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

| encourage you to provide a detailed description of

all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.


mailto:jcw1733@aol.com

Sincerely,

John Woltja
1733 Aero Ave
Kettering, Ohio 45429
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From: jewl733@aol.com

To: Mike Powell

Date: Fri, Apr 4,2003 11:02 PM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plansto make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businessesand candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

| encourage you to provide a detailed description of

all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the publicto review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.


mailto:jcwl733@aol.com
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Sincerely,

John Woltja
1733 Aero Ave
Kettering, Ohio 45429
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From: L. Lynn LeSueur

To: Commissioner Adelstein
Date: Fri, Apr 4, 2003 11:.03 PM
Subject: Media ownership

Dear Mr. Adelstein.

Thank you for your efforts on behalf of the American citizenry. Follows my
latest plea to the less enlightened of your fellow FCC members.

LLL

Please be aware of, and attend to, the recent Columbia University study.

You want data, you now have data, and they state what the PEOPLE of this

country have been trying desperatelyto tell you:

THE RELAXATION OF REGULATIONS ON MEDIA OWNERSHIP HAS AND WILL ERODE THE
DIVERSITY OF THE PRESS.

Thank you.
L. Lynn LeSueur, Ph.D
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From: L. Lynn LeSueur

To: Kathleen Abernathy

Date: Fri. Apr 4,2003 11:05 PM
Subject: Media ownership

Please be aware of, and attend to, the recent Columbia University study.
You want data, you now have data, and they state what the PEOPLE of this

country have been trying desperately to tell you:
THE RELAXATION OF REGULATIONS ON MEDIA OWNERSHIP HAS AND WILL ERODE THE

DIVERSITY OF THE PRESS.

Thank you.
L. Lynn LeSueur,Ph.D
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From: L. Lynn LeSueur

To: Mike Powell

Date: Fri. Apr 4,2003 11:05 PM
Subject: Media ownership

Please be aware of, and attend to, the recent Columbia University study.
You want data, you now have data, and they state what the PEOPLE of this

country have been trying desperately to tell you:
THE RELAXATIONOF REGULATIONS ON MEDIA OWNERSHIP HAS AND WILL ERODETHE

DIVERSITY OF THE PRESS.

Thank you.
L. Lynn LeSueur, Ph.D
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From: phigesse@juno.com

To: Michael Copps

Date: Fri, Apr 4, 2003 11:15 PM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process

FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
N station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businessesand candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

publicwill helpthe Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of

all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed. we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.


mailto:phiqesse@juno.com

Sincerely,

Jesse Sherman
1409 T Street #9
Sacramento. California 95814
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From: philjesse@juno.com

To: Mike Powell

Date: Fri, Apr 4, 2003 11:15 PM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businessesand candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commissionissued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of

all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.

Page 1]
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Sincerely,

Jesse Sherman
1409 T Street#9
Sacramento, California 95814
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From: philiesse@juno.com

To: Kathleen Abernathy

Date: Fri. Apr 4, 2003 11:16 PM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process

FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy

Dear FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunityto review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plansto make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

| encourageyou to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keepthe rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.


mailto:philjesse@juno.com

Sincerely,

Jesse Sherman
1409 T Street #9
Sacramento, California 95814
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From: uncwheels@aol.com

To: Kathleen Abernathy

Date: Fri. Apr 4,2003 11:47 PM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy

Dear FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

ruleswould likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plansto make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local mediafor advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

| encourage you to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.


mailto:uncwheels@aol.com

Sincerely,

Edward B. Meenan
219-05 36th ave.
Bayside. New York 11361
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From: uncwheels@aol.com

To: Michael Copps

Date: Fri, Apr 4, 2003 11:47 PM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunityto review
and comment on any specific changesthe Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
N station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed. we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.


mailto:uncwheels@aol.com

Sincerely,

Edward B. Meenan
219-05 36th ave.
Bayside, New York 11361



From: uncwheels@aol.com

To: Mike Powell

Date: Fri, Apr 4, 2003 11:47 PM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunityto review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plansto make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
N station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businessesand candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commissionissued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

| encourage you to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commission would do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.

Page 1|
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Sincerely,

Edward B. Meenan
219-05 36th ave.
Bayside. New York 11361
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From: KRyan48371 @aol.com
To: Kathleen Abernathy

Date: Fri, Apr 4, 2003 11:49 PM
Subject: Proposed FCC changes

As a citizen concerred about the air waves belonging to the public, | am opposed to further Broadcast
consolidation. This promotes large conglomeratesand reduces free thought and diverse opinion. That is
unAmerican. FCC rules should remain as they are. Furthermore, | am outraged at the attempt to limit
more public input. This is a governmentof, for and by the people;, not of for and by the corporations.
Regards,

Kate Ryan

Monterey, MA 01245
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From: KRyan48371@aol.com
To: Commissioner Adelstein
Date: Fri, Apr 4, 2003 11:54 PM
Subject: proposed FCC regulations

As a citizen concerred about the air waves belongingto the public, | am opposed to further Broadcast
consolidation. This promotes large conglomerates and reduces free thought and diverse opinion. That is
unAmerican. FCC rules should remain as they are. Furthermore, lam outraged at the attemptto limit
more public input. This is a government of, for and by the people;, not of for and by the corporations.
Regards,

Kate Ryan

Monterey, MA 01245
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From: djeken@msn.com

To: Mike Powell

Date: Sat, Apr 5, 2003 12:18 AM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changesto broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plansto make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
N station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.


mailto:djeken@msn.com
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Sincerely,

David Eisen
3061 Hazelton St.
Falls Church, Virginia 22044-1716
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From: djeisen@msn.com

To: Michael Copps

Date: Sat, Apr 5,2003 12:19 AM

Subiject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process

FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

ruleswould likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competitionand diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the contentand slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commissionissued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of

all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before afinal
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commission would do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.
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Sincerely,

David Eisen
3061 Hazelton St.
Falls Church, Virginia 22044-1716



